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There are several invitations to association Christmas parties around the state in the Carolines.  Be sure to check them out and join some of them if you can! The fellowship and fun are worth the effort.
                [image: image2.emf] 
Jolly old St. Nicholas, lend your ear this way…

There are legends, myths and stories about St. Nicholas, some embellished to unbelievable dimensions, but we do know that Nicholas was born in a province of Asia Minor, most likely during the third century.

History records that Nicholas was a bishop of Myra, a town in Lycia.  Accounts say he was persecuted and imprisoned for his faith by Roman emperor Diocletian, but Nicholas faithfully served the Lord his entire life.  After his death, St. Nicholas became a symbol of selfless giving, and by the 1400’s he became one of the most popular non biblical figures in the Christian Church.  Music, Art and plays celebrated his unselfish life, and stories continued to grow out of the part he played in history.  Yet, as with many stories of real life heroes, embellishments began to transform this humble bishop into a superhero.  The St. Nicolas’ legacy through the centuries has evolved into the popular caricature we know today as Santa Claus.
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In all the holiday rush, acknowledge the real St. Nicolas this year, the humble shepherd who ministered to the Lord’s sheep and the giving nature he portrayed.
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If you want to manage your time better in the new year, the first step, as suggested by time management consultant, Alan Lakein, is to ask yourself this question: “Exactly what are my goals?”

On a blank sheet of paper, list your lifetime goals, the things you would like to be able to look back upon by the time you are 80. Not general things, but specific goals such as a trip to Europe, a Master’s degree, vacation home, weight loss etc. 

Then list your professional goals.  Not such generalities as higher salary, or a promotion but specifically things like a salary of a certain amount, promotion to a particular job, or election to a specific office in a professional society.  

Then make a list of short term goals, the things you would like to accomplish in the next six months.

Besides being specific, goals should be attainable and authentic- in other words, things you really want and are willing to work for. They can be subject to change and updated as needed.

After analyzing your lists, select three or four goals in each category you consider most important.  Memorize and review the list daily.  As yourself, “Is what I am doing now moving me closer to one of my goals?” If the answer is not, figure out a way to eliminate the activity, delegate to someone else, or try to accomplish it in your least productive time.  Adapted from  Getting Things Done by Edwin Bliss
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CHANGES
Employees typically respond to work changes by blocking their growth.  This resistance tends to be born out of a fear of the unknown.  As a manager, your role is not only to be a scout, but also to be a guide.

1. Implement the changes slowly.

2. Give Staff members’ adequate lead time as well as time to assimilate the changes.

3. Provide reassurance.

4. Plan the changes with your employees, and reward the results of their new actions.
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NEWS FROM OUR LOCAL ASSOCIATIONS:

CABARRUS COUNTY
CPI of Cabarrus County held their monthly meeting on Tuesday, Nov 08, 2005, at Punch's Diner, Concord, NC.  Those in attendance were:

Mary Eisenhour, Shirley Cox, Kathy Casper, Elaine Humpheries, Ann Sims, Sue Kent and  President Lucille Furr.   

Sue Kent was installed as our newest member by President, Lucille Furr.  Welcome Sue!  I know that she will be a great asset to our club.  She has been in credit and finance for many years and works for PMAB of Charlotte, NC.

 Plans were made for our Christmas Party to be held on Dec. 13, 2005, at 6:30 pm at the Bistro in downtown Concord, NC.  Everyone is invited to attend. 

Our club plans to put together and deliver a Christmas Basket to  Edith Misenheimer, who is a resident at the Kannapolis Health Care Center.  Edith was an active member of CPI of Cabarrus County for as long as her health permitted.  If anyone would like to send Edith a Christmas card below is her address: 

Edith Misenheimer

Kannapolis Health Care Center

1810 Concord Lake Rd

Kannapolis, NC  28083

CPI of Cabarrus County would like to wish everyone a wonderful and safe Thanksgiving.  We each have so much to be thankful for.  
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CREDIT PROFESSIONALS OF CABARRUS COUNTY

CORDIALLY INVITE YOU TO ATTEND OUR 

ANNUAL CHRISTMAS MEETING

AT THE UNION STREET BISTRO

CONCORD, NC

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 13, 2005

6:30PM

PRICE $20.00

RSVP BY DECEMBER 11, 2005

MARY ISENHOUR

704-782-4188 OR 377-6027

CHARLOTTE
CPI-Charlotte met Nov. 19th at the home of Cheryl Davis.  Members brought salads and desserts to share for dinner with vegetable soup.  Items were collected to be sent to Judy Lilly's nephew who is stationed in Afghanistan.  Members also decided to send love offerings of $100.00 to our CPI friends in Lake Charles, La; $50.00 to a New Orleans evacuee who is now living in Huntersville to assist with her medications and $50.00 to a single mom to assist with her needs.

Education chairman, Diane Radcliff, went over list of topics for speakers and members selected the ones they felt would be of most interest. Diane will also be working on a project for National Education Month.

Our December Christmas breakfast will be Dec. 11th at the Marriott.  All members are asked to "Bring a Buddy to Breakfast."   Reservations can be made by contacting Cheryl Davis at 704-552-0471.

Prayers are requested for Judy Lilly's husband who underwent extensive back surgery Nov. 23.  Also, keep Lorna and Pete York in your prayers as she is recovering from a serious fall. 

News of members:  Marie Little will be visiting with her new great-grand daughter over the holiday;  Cheryl, Danielle and Lee Davis spent Thanksgiving with her family in Jacksonville, NC; Jeff and Diane Radcliff spent a long weekend with family in Tennessee.
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You are cordially invited to attend the annual 

     CPI-Charlotte Christmas Breakfast

Sunday December 11, 2005

8:00-9:30

Charlotte Marriott Executive Park
RSVP-Cheryl Davis  704-552-0471 or email brlsndv@aol.com by December 8

Cost-$15.00
EASTERN NORTH CAROLINA

Eastern North Carolina held there joint November and December Meeting November 29, 2005.

 

FUQUAY VARINA

Members of the F-V CPI met on November 10, at the Spring Restaurant with our new president, Claudia Carroll, presiding.  Other newly elected officers are V-President, Edie Holleman; Secretary, Paulette Jackson;  and Treasurer, Christine Powell.  Esther Brinkley visited with us last meeting and installed the officers for 2005-06 in a beautiful and inspiring service.  We were also honored with  the presence of Esther's mother, Lila Moody. 

     We began our new year with many challenges, one of which is to have more local exposure by acquiring speakers of interest to the entire community.  Our first speaker in November presented an informative program on the new Medicare Coverage D.  We were very enlightened by her presentation and there was much group participation regarding the "unknown" of the very complex program. 

     The sick of our group includes Lucille Sublett who is recovering from a recent fall.  For those of you who might not be aware, she suffered a mini-stroke  in October  and was doing very well until the accident.  
Jack Sublett, Lucille's husband died on Thursday, November 24, at Rex Hospital.  I'm sure Lucille would appreciate a card  -- She is having a rough time.  Her address is 2212 Fairhill Drive, Raleigh, NC  27612.  Her phone number is 919-787-5755.  Please keep her in your prayers.

Janet Smith, one of our former members, is not doing well at all and has recently been admitted to skilled nursing care.  Annettie Steed is recovering from eye surgery.  Continue to remember Carolyn Blackburn and her son, Mark, and his family.

Billy Powell, Christine's husband, is doing much better now. 

     Paulette Jackson is thinking about going "pro" with her fishing skills.  She recently caught a flounder eighteen inches long and she just happened to have pictures to prove it.  She has become quite a fisherman! 

Hope all of you had a HAPPY THANKSGIVING !!!

Annettie Steed

Corresponding Secretary

GASTONIA
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Credit Professionals International of Gastonia, North Carolina

Invites you to join us for our

Annual Christmas Party 

On Tuesday, December 13, 2005

6:30PM

at 

The Ranch House, Charlotte, NC
Price: Dutch Treat

Please bring a gift ($10.00 value) to play The Dirty Exchange Game

RSVP by December 9, 2005

Jerri Wright at 704-864-2597 or

Pam Toney at 704-484-6204

TRIAD

Business Professionals met November 15, 2005 at the Women’s Club in High Point.  We had an excellent speaker from BB & T on the manual topic “What Next for the Payments Card Industry.”

Diane Gallimore’s husband Jim is having surgery December 7, 2005.
Betty Stokes continues kemo therapy.

Mary Jane Sears continues to heal from several fractures to her arm.

Congratulations to Wanda Caylor who married Allen Nuttall October 22, 2005!!

Wanda Cayor Nuttall attended a niece’s wedding in Fort Worth, Texas.

Esther Brinkley attended the Miss/Ala conference at the Pearl River Resort November 19/20, 2005.
Business Professionals of the Triad

North Carolina

Cordially invite you to attend our annual 

Christmas Party
December 20, 2005

6:30PM

High Point Women’s Club

Johnson Street, High Point

Price: $12.00

Please RSVP Esther Brinkley

336-765-3683 
by December 19, 2005
Bring a $5-$10.00 gift to exchange
Heart to Heart Tree

Our fellow CPI members in the Lake Charles, LA CPI have extensive damage to their homes from Katrina.  Two of their homes were leveled and several others are living in portions of their homes.  To show our support in a tangible way, please bring a Wal mart Gift Card to place on the tree and receive a heart ornament in return to remember our friends. Lucinda Bryant, Lake Charles CPI President will distribute our gifts among the members in need. 
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR NOW:

NC SPRINGBOARD CONFERENCE

MARCH 17-19, 2006

MARRIOTT IN CHARLOTTE

HOSTED BY GASTONIA ASSOCIATION 

NC STATE CONFERENCE 2006

SEPTEMBER 15-17, 2006

MARRIOTT IN CHARLOTTE

HOSTED BY CHARLOTTE ASSOCIATION
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HAVE A BLESSED CHRISTMAS!

HAPPY BIRTHDAY JESUS!



































































































