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    HELLO TO ALL OF YOU,

AS YOU ALL AWARE DISTRICT CONFERENCE WAS LAST WEEK END. THE TRIAD ASSOCIATION DID A FANTASTIC JOB, AND I KNOW ESTHER APPRECIATES EVERYTHING THEY DID. NORTH CAROLINA WAS REPRESENTED WELL. WE CAME AWAY WITH SOME AWARDS.
EASTERN NC WON SECOND PLACE FOR MEMBERSHIP INCREASE THEY HAD A 
6 % INCREASE AND THEY WON THIRD PLACE FOR NEW MEMBER INCREASE WITH ONE CABARRUS WON FOR THE BOOK TYPE BULLETIN.
 OUR OWN GAIL OTTINGER WON THE PRESIDENTS PROJECT. SHE ALSO WAS HONORED WITH HONOARY MEMBERSHIP IN THE DISTRICT.  WAY TO GO GAIL. 

I AM SO PROUD OF OUR STATE AND EACH OF OUR MEMBERS.  MAKE PLANS NOW FOR STATE CONFERENCE. I AM SO LOOKING FORWARD TO SEEING EACH OF YOU THERE. 

I HAVE A NEW WORK NUMBER. IT IS 704 484 0606X4404 IF YOU NEED TO REACH ME. MY EMAIL IS THE SAME AS ALWAYS.   

 

ALL   COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN   I NEED A LETTER FROM YOU AND I WILL GET OUT BY THE 15TH OF JUNE TO ALL MEMBERS. 
KEEP SPREADING YOUR WINGS FOR CPI!!!!!!!!!! 

LOVE TO ALL 

DARLENE EASON, NC STATE PRESIDENT 
District III & IV Conference, was held May 4-6, 2006 at the Radisson Hotel in High Point, NC.

Our new District Officers for 2006-07 are: 
President- Nona Ellzey, MPCE   Jackson, MS.

V. Pres.– Anita Dingledine, MPCE- Jackson, TN

Secretary- Diane Radcliff, Charlotte, NC
Treasurer- Michele Rocher, Atlanta, GA
Nona’s Theme is :
To  C ommunicate

      A chieve

      R ecognize

      E ducate              Is To Grow
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The conference opened Thursday with a Pre conference Board meeting.  An excellent Hospitality Suite, hosted by the Triad Association.
First Timers were welcomed (7) followed by a very informative Future Planning Meeting.  Many positive ideas were shared and all were encouraged with some new projects to take back home with them.  Check the International website if you missed it.

Friday morning during a Continental Breakfast, a Star Search Walk-A-Thon was held.  Our International President, Linda Bridgeford tried Crazy on the Karaoke machine, Gail Ottinger told a Knock Knock joke, NC President Darlene and her back up gals, Diane Radcliffe and Cheryl Davis were paid not to sing after they attempted a Karaoke song.  There was hula hooping, flute playing and much more fun. The event raised $500.00 for District President Nona to take to International Conference for the International Walk A Thon.

Good job District III & IV!

There were four excellent workshops over the next two days:

Success Fun-Duh-Mentals by Rich Schlentz

Measure of a Mentor- Charlotte Maness

De-escalating Hostile Clients-Johnny Lee

Finding Humor in Life- Kelly Swanson

Bonnie Burns hosted a wonderful Career Club Luncheon, Kathy Casper was installed as new Career Club President and Marcella Lowe was installed as Secretary.

Business Session was held Friday Afternoon.

Friday Night we ALL went to the Barn Dinner Theatre for dinner and a play.

States Breakfast on Saturday Morning honored International President, Linda Bridgeford.  It was great fun and Linda has been sworn to keep secret all the goings on!!!

Saturday Afternoon following a Post Conference Board Meeting a Furniture Tour was conducted.  It was very informative and a wonderful burlap tote bag was given to all who attended.

President Esther’s reception was held followed by the Installation & Awards Banquet.
Gail Ottinger was surprised when she received an District Honorary Membership Plaque.
Gail Ottinger installed the new officers, assisted by International President Linda Bridgeford.
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AWARDS
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Membership Increase

1st place Jackson, TN

2nd place Eastern North Carolina

New Member Increase

1st place Jackson Tenn- 5 new members

2nd Atlanta, Ga 3 new members

3rd Eastern North Carolina 1 new member

Book Type Bulletin

Cabarrus Chatter

Cabarrus County, North Carolina

Flyer Type Bulletin

The Bugler

Atlanta, GA 

Attendance

1st Jackson, MS 4,170 miles

2nd Atlanta, Ga. 3,110 miles

3rd Jackson, TN 2,268 Miles

Ten Year Club Pin

Marcella Lowe- Jacksonville, FL

President’s Project Award

Individual- Gail Ottinger, Eastern North Carolina

Association- Jackson, Tenn.

Career Club Attendance Mileage

1st Jackson, MS

2nd Atlanta, GA

3rd Jacksonville, FL

1,769 years of credit were represented.
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DISTRICT CREDIT PROFESSIONAL OF THE YEAR
VALERIE BUTLER – JACKSON, TENN


Special Thanks to Eva Nifong and Wanda Caylor, Conference Chairmen and the Triad, NC Association for a great conference!
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NATIONAL TEACHER APPRECIATION DAY

May 9, 2006
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Great time saving websites:
Looking for Travel bargains? Instead of hitting every website individually, go  to www.mobissimo.com , it searches dozen of travel suppliers simultaneously (including Orbitz, Travelocity, Cheap tickets, individual airlines, travel agencies and consolidators).

Thanks to the U. S. Postal Service NetPost CardStore website (www.usps.com/netpost) you can send a greeting card or postcard to someone’s mailbox.  Choose from a variety of stylish cards, jot a note, then pick the date you’d like it sent up to a year ahead.  The cost of each card plus postage ranges from $2. to $3.50.

Instead of buying your best friend another gift that might not get used, you can donate to a good cause in her/his name.  You can buy a gift certificate from JustGive (www.justgive.org) where they can choose from more than a million charitable organizations to give it to.
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HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY

May 14, 2006

Ways to encourage a discouraged Mom.

1. Remind her who decided she was the best mom for her child: God

2. Share something positive you’ve noticed in her child, especially a behavior that reflects a value Mom’s been teaching.

3. Give her a hug and confess mothering isn’t what you thought it would be either.

4. Tell her you’ve seen her willingness to be the mother God called her to be and you admire her diligence.

5. Invite her child to your house and give Mom a break.

6. Share a personality trait in her child that you really like.

7. Commit to praying for her and her child- then tell her.

8. Tell her what she’s done that makes her a good mom.

9. Share the fact that even God’s children don’t turn out the way He’d like.

Adapted from Gary Thomas article
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 There are 82.5 million mothers in the United States.  Ten million of them are single- up from 3 million in 1970 –Focus on the Family 
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           THE STRESSED MIDDLE CLASS

.  The real median household income declined 3% from 2000-2004.

.  The percentage of households earning $25,000 to $99,999 (roughly middle-income range) shrank 1.5% from 2000-2004.

.  Last year, real average weekly earnings actually fell 0.4%.

.  The Savings rate for Americans is the lowest it has been in 73 years.

.  Credit Card debt is at an all time high, averaging $9,312 per household.

.  The average cost per year of a public college (in state) is $12,127, a 25% increase since 2001.  A private university costs $29,026.



National Statistics
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MEMORIAL DAY

May 29, 2006

Be thankful for our Nation’s fallen heroes.  Memorial Day was originally known as Decoration Day- to honor the nation’s Civil War dead and their sacrifice by decorating their graves.  It was first widely observed on May 30, 1868.
[image: image12.emf]     
NEWS FROM OUR LOCAL ASSOCIATIONS:

CABARRUS COUNTY
CHARLOTTE
  
EASTERN NORTH CAROLINA

CPI of Eastern NC met Tuesday night, April 18, 2006 at the Riverside Steak Bar in Greenville, NC. 

All Members were given copies of The Carolines. 

Virginia Tew taught our lesson: "Change: It's Not What It Used To Be." 

Members were reminded of the District III & IV Conference on May 4 - 7, 2006 at the Radisson Hotel in High Point, NC. 

Gail Ottinger, Virginia Tew, Marvin and Annette Robbins are planning to attend District Conference. 

Gail Ottinger's son had Back Surgery on April 4, 2006.  Please keep him and his family in your prayers.  Gail said he is doing a lot better now and has gone back to work.

 Gail's granddaughter, Megan Ottinger was a guest at our meeting.  She read a poem she had written for us.  Gail has a lot to be proud of as the poem was very good.  Marie Mills granddaughter was a guest at our meeting also. 

We received a letter from East Carolina University inviting us to attend the 2006 Scholarship Awards Ceremony on Tuesday, April 25th.  Our Scholarship will be awarded at that time to Kristopher Lee Bass.

 
FUQUAY VARINA
Members of the Fuquay-Varina CPI met on April 13, at the Spring Restaurant.  President Claudia Carroll gave a detailed report on the Spring Board as a portion of our program and Paulette Jackson showed a video of her daughter's recent wedding for the second half of  the program. 

      Our evening business included plans for our Eat-A-Thon, more commonly known as the Walk-A-Thon at the home of Carolyn Blackburn on May 20.  If anyone's interested in having a good time, give us a call and come!    We also voted to fund three scholarships again this year with proceeds from our annual July  auction which is our primary source of fund raising. 

      Lucille Sublett  finally came home after a long bout of rehab in Clinton.  She was able to attend our April meeting  with assistance from Carolyn Blackurn.  She looked wonderful; however, it is still a slow "go" for her.  Christine Powell is looking forward to becoming a beach "bum"  again as soon as possible. 

      Edie Holleman has been busy gardening lately.  You should have seen the beautiful iris arrangement she brought to our April meeting.  It was picture perfect!!  She may go pro in gardening and landscaping just any day! 

      Doris Matthews is in love!  She house-sat for her friend's little dog recently and she FELL in love  with the little fellow.  Just between us, I think she spoiled  him just a tiny bit. 

      We are happy to report that Jene Elkins's son and Claudia Carroll's brother,  Richard Elkins and his wife, Terry,  have almost completed construction  of their new home in Mississippi after suffering the total destruction of their home during Hurricane Katrina,  They hope to  move in by Mother's Day .  A lot of excitement is going on with the Elkins clan --Jene has a new great granddaughter in Virginia  and of course, she is Claudia's great niece. 

      Happy Mother's Day!!!

 
GASTONIA

GASTONIA CREDIT PROFESSIONALS NEWS

April 2006  EDUCATION IN ACTION

8 members attended Gaston College for our program this month.

Sylvia Bajorek, Director of Gaston College Foundation, presented us with concerns, programs, and future plans for Nursing facilities

at the College.  She emphasized the need for “Wellness”.

Linda Rhyne presented Ms Bajorek  flowers in appreciation.

Pam made the yearly contribution  to Gaston College Scholarship Fund and Ms Bajorek voiced how appreciative the students are for this.

After normal business  Tammy,  Spring Board Chairperson completed the conference report.

We  have received thank you notes from members of other Associations expressing  how  much they enjoyed  their weekend and to Tammy & Pam for  seeing that everyone  was taken care of.
WE THANK ALL OF YOU FOR YOUR PRESENCE AND INPUT.

Happenings of our members:

Tammy attended JHA Jack Henry conference user group in Pigeon Forge April 14, & 15

(Now everyone knows how much Tammy loves to Shop so we can just wonder  how long

the merchants kept their stores open for her after hours)

Also, Tammy is taking Voice Lessons........You should hear her talking on the phone in her Dog Language....Ask Pam’s Dog,  or her niece’s Dog....Understand it is, Bark, Woof, Bark.....

After participating in the CPI Walk A Thon at conference, Carolyn just kept on walking.  She joined in the “Run For The Money”  marathon  which benefits the Gaston County Women’s Shelter..  She was dressed in Navy Suit for the Booth.  Her new slogan -----Run  Carolyn Run---

Helen has been able to rejoin her bowling league and was just elected Secretary-Treasurer 

If anyone needs Baby Sitting Services, call Laura...seems her husband David, has been 

assigned (by neighbors) to watch a small child sleep while that mom runs errands.  Just not

good to wake a sleeping baby is it?

Concerns & Cares:

Brenda Peeler lost her father after a lengthy illness...Please remember Brenda and her family

Martha  is  harboring some sore ribs after a fall - seems she fell asleep in the recliner and upon

awaking sometime later in the wee hours  of the morning (Danny had already gone to bed)  she

stood up and her feet didn’t do what they were supposed to do.  She wound up on the floor.

“Ouch”

We are happy to have Miss Jerri back this month.  She is feeling some better.

HAVE A WONDERFUL SPRING  AND HAPPY EASTER TO ALL

TRIAD

The Triad met April 18, 2006 at the Women’s Club in High Point, NC.

Wanda Caylor spoke on the manual topic of Burnout.

Final plans were discussed for District Conference at the Radisson in High Point, NC.

Jamie Markwell, Mary Jane Sears granddaughter is recovering from cancer surgery.            
MARK YOUR CALENDAR NOW:
NC STATE CONFERENCE 2006

SEPTEMBER 15-17, 2006

MARRIOTT IN CHARLOTTE

HOSTED BY CHARLOTTE ASSOCIATION
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May 4, 2006 National Day of Prayer



































































































