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DESTINATION: EXCELLENCE

Dear Credit Professionals, 
September and October have been my busiest months since becoming your District President.  In September, I attended the NC State Conference in Charlotte .  The Past President’s dinner was fun and it was my privilege to install Charlotte Maness as President and Mary Isenhour as Secretary of NC Career Club.  
The next weekend found me on the road to beautiful Montgomery Bell State Park for the Tennessee State Conference.  Debra Mintz was kind enough to join me and drive from Waynesville.  I assisted in the installation of Jean Walker new Tennessee President. 
On October 4 I installed the new officers of Cabarrus County, NC.  That weekend found me at the annual Eastern NC Pig Picking at the home of Marvin and Annette Robbins.  On October I installed the Fuquay Varina officers.  My mother, Lila Moody, has been such a trooper and accompanied me on these three trips.  

October 14 found me off to St. Louis for the Strategic Planning meeting.  Our own Anita Dingledine presented an informative workshop on “Check Writing School”.  Then back home to attend my local, Credit Professionals of the Triad for their installation.
This past weekend Betsy Higgins was my traveling companion and driver to go to Roswell, GA for Atlanta installation, Georgia/South Carolina joint conference and ICCC.  What a great weekend with a ghost walk through Old Roswell.

Thank you all for making me feel so welcome.  I have truly enjoyed each adventure.  Guess I will see what catching up I can do this week.  

Have you checked out the web site?  Not only do we have out International web site at www.creditprofessionalsa.org but just check out the District web site at www.creditprofessionals.org/3and4.  I want to commend Carol Neal as web site producer extraordinaire.  She deserves a special “thank you” for all her hard working getting this site up and going along with all the states in the district.  Please put this site in your “Favorites” and check it out on a regular basis.  It is amazing how much you can learn about Credit Professionals at every level.
Esther Brinkley, CA/MPCE

“Destination: Excellence”
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2005-2006 International Officers

President:  Linda Bridgeford, CCCE/MPCE

First Vice-Pres.  Joyce Jones, CCCE/MPCE

Sec. Vice-Pres. Kem Morales, MPCE

Sec/Treas. Barbara Chapin, CCCE/MPCE 
President Linda is using as her theme, “YOU MAKE A DIFFERENCE”
 Greetings to Members of Credit Professionals International District 3 & 4

Greetings from International

It is the time of the year where the retiring officers give way to the new leadership of your local association. Make sure all of your members have paid their dues and dues are sent in promptly.  If they haven’t paid their dues, find out why and get them to renew their membership in Credit Professionals International. Most of our associations are struggling in retaining those members as well as recruiting new members. Here are some ideas that may help.

Meetings

1.  Make sure your have a good educational program and speaker at every meeting.

2.  Promote your meetings in the local newspaper.

3.  Reserve most of your business at your board meeting.  Spend most of the meeting on education.

4.  Use the manual as a source of education for your meetings.  You can also poll your members and see what topic they may want.

5.  Presidents-Have an agenda-conduct your meetings very professional and organized.

Communication

Keep the lines of communication open between local associations, District, State and International by distributing copies of all information to all members.

Guests

1.  When a guest comes to your meeting, make them feel welcome and comfortable.

2.  If your treasury can pay for their meal, do so.

3.  Introduce the guest around to all members before the meeting begins.

4.  Give the guest a CPI brochure and information about membership.  Call in a few days to see if they may have any questions and invite them to your next meeting.

New Members

1.  Involve a new member by asking them to do a small job, be part of a committee.

2.  As they feel more comfortable, get them involved in other aspects of your association.

If there is anything that I can help with in your local association, state, or district, please let me know.  You can email me at racerat@qconline.com or lbridgeford@qconline.com.

Remember, “ You Make A Difference” in Credit Professionals International.

Linda Bridgeford, CCCE/MPCE

International President

NEWS FROM AROUND THE DISTRICT

NEWS FROM ALABAMA 

Vicki Johnson, President of CPI of Gadsden, AL, is back home after spending two weeks working with the Red Cross in Southern Mississippi.  Our members in Alabama and Mississippi are OK, they had power outages and some 
damage to yards and homes from Katrina.  International Second Vice President Kem Morales had evacuees staying 
with her for a while but they have now found other lodging.
NEWS FROM FLORIDA
Esther:  I am sorry to be so late and really have nothing to add.  I tore a ligament in my left foot six weeks and go to the Podiatrist three times a week for treatment.  Then last week as I was getting into my car, my left knee gave way.  I spent 5 hours in ER and the next day in Mayo Clinic and have been in a great deal of pain.  X-rays, MRI, and sonogram prove that my knee will be okay.  Nothing torn or broken.  Arthritis behind the knee and favoring that leg due to the foot injury made my knee cap jump out.  I use a walker all the time, but hope to graduate to a cane next week.  The paid is awful.  I really do not sleep well at night as it wakes me up.  But this too shall pass.  Since I have not heard any bad news from anyone, I am happy to say that the Jacksonville six are fine.  Marcella Lowe
NEWS FROM GEORGIA
Atlanta was the place for a hauntingly good time on Halloween weekend.  Start out with CPI of Atlanta's Installation and Awards Banquet on Friday, October 28, at the Best Western Roswell Suites.   Saturday morning the "Ultimate Freedom Seminar" by noted author and educator Dr. Michael J. Duckett gave everyone the information to overcome the three barriers to personal freedom:  Money, Time, and Fear, and get a free copy of Dr. Duckett's book "Breaking the Money Barriers".Lunch featured District President Esther Brinkley and both annual meetings Saturday afternoon.  Afterwards some enjoyed free time of  shopping, attending  the Roswell Fall ArtsFest, and then the famous "Ghost Talk Ghost Walk" through historic Roswell.  On Sunday morning October 30 everyone enjoyed networking and fellowship at the Inter-City Credit Council meeting held at the nearby Historic Roswell Convention and Visitors' Bureau, and learned how to avoid the "Dangers of Multitasking" in a workshop facilitated by Past International President Carol Neal. 
NEWS FROM LOUISIANA
The members in Lake Charles, LA, were OK and helping with the evacuees after Katrina, but then they got hit by Rita.  One of the Lake Charles members has been displaced because of the damage to his house.  Others are living in portions of their houses with sections tarped off due to damage.  A couple still don't have power.  One member had just moved into a new house, and that house was leveled to the slab.  They hadn't sold their old home yet and at least have a place to stay, but all of their furniture and belongings were lost with the new 
house.  We haven't been able to contact two of the Lake Charles members, and we are still trying to get word on former members in the Baton Rouge and New Orleans areas. 

(Thanks to Lucinda Bryant for this report and for keeping us informed on the hurricane damage.  Continue to remember those who have been in harms way. )   
NEWS FROM MISSISSIPPI

Betty Martin and Nona Ellzey attended the GA/SC joint Conference in Roswell. 
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Together

Everyone 

Achieves

More

	2005 MISSIPPI/ALABAMA
CONFERENCE
9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Saturday, November 19, 2005
Pearl River Resort
Philadelphia, MS

Cost is just $40 and includes two workshops, lunch,
and the CPI of Alabama annual meeting.

Workshops will be facilitated by
Carol D. Neal, CCBE/MPCE
Immediate Past International President
and
LaVonne Powell Agerton, CCAE/MCE/MPCE
Immediate Past International Credit Professional of the Year.

Golden Moon Hotel and Casino
Room rate is $85 plus tax
Reserve your room by calling 1.864.44.PEARL  
by November 4, 2005.
Be sure to use group code CPI0115 to get the proper rate.
Click here for directions.
For more information check out the Mississippi web site.


NEWS FROM NORTH CAROLINA
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CPI of Charlotte hosted the Sixty-Fourth Annual State Conference of Credit Professionals 
International of North Carolina at the Marriott Executive Park Hotel in Charlotte 
September 16-18, 2005.  President Darlene Eason presided.

Kathy Casper, Shirley Cox, and Immediate Past President Elaine Teate hosted the Past 
President's Dinner Friday evening after the Pre-Conference Executive Committee 
meeting.  CPI of Charlotte hosted the hospitality suite.  After the Pre-Conference Board 
meeting Saturday morning, Thomas Grogan, a Forensic Document Examiner with 
Handwriting Services International, gave an interesting presentation on how handwriting 
analysis can be used in Identity Theft cases and how people can best protect 
themselves from forgery.

Gail Ottinger hosted the Career Club Special luncheon with the theme "Proud to Be an 
American".  Special guests were Past International President and Hall of Fame Member 
Lorna Collins York and her husband, Peter.  District President Esther Brinkley installed 
Charlotte Maness as the new President with Mary Isenhour as Secretary.  Attendees 
represented 919 years in the credit industry.  

The Annual Business Meeting was held Saturday afternoon.  District III & IV  President 
Esther Brinkley gave remarks from District and Immediate Past International President 
Carol Neal from Atlanta, GA, reported on news from International.  All recommended 
bylaws changes and the proposed budget were passed, and new officers were elected.  
After a reception Saturday evening, Past District President Cheryl Davis installed the new 


 HYPERLINK "http://www.creditprofessionals.org/3and4/NCarolina/contact_us.html" officers using the theme "WINGS" of the butterfly, where Wisdom, Integrity, Networking 
and Growth equal Success.  Past International President Gail Ottinger was awarded 
State Honorary Membership.  Marvin Robbins was recognized as a first-timer, and 
special recognition was also given to out-of-state guests Janice Dressler and Rhonda 
McKinney from Atlanta.

Reverend Jim McSwain was the special guest speaker at the Awards Breakfast Sunday 
morning following the Post Conference Executive Committee Meeting.  His talk was on 
"Life Lessons".  The conference concluded with the Post Conference Board Meeting 
where the new officers and local associations presidents shared their goals for the 
coming year.
CABARRUS COUNTY: 
On Tuesday, October 04, 2005, Credit Professionals of Cabarrus County, held their monthly meeting at the Bistro in Concord, NC.  This was our installation ceremony for 2005-2006 officers.  Esther Brinkley from Credit Professionals of the Triad installed the new officers as follows:

Lucille Furr- President

Mary Isenhour- Vice President

Eileen Humphreys- Secretary

Kathy Casper- Treasurer

     Special honored guest who attended the installation services were:

Sponsor-  Bill Isenhour

Sponsor- Bobby and Oralane Leigh

Esther Brinkley- Business Professionals of the Triad, District 3 and 4 President

Lila Moody- Esther’s mother

Eva Nifong- Diane Gallimore –Business Professionals of the Triad

Helen Neil- Harriett Bryant -Credit Professionals of Charlotte

Eva Brooks- Past member, Past State President of Credit Professionals of Kannapolis

Kathy Casper- Credit Professionals of Cabarrus County and her lovely mother Vera

Shirley Cox- Credit Professionals of Cabarrus County

Mary Isenhour- Credit Professionals of Cabarrus County

Ann Sims- Credit Professionals of Cabarrus County

Lucille Furr- Credit Professionals of Cabarrus County

Teresa Rhodes- Credit Professionals of Cabarrus County and her daughter Shay and beautiful granddaughter Katalyn

Prospective members of Credit Professionals of Cabarrus County Sue Kent and Sandra Baker

      Teresa Rhodes out going president was presented with a past president’s pen by incoming president Lucille Furr.  Lucille along with the other members of Credit Professionals of Cabarrus County expressed their gratitude and appreciation for the exceptional job Teresa did as 2004-2005 President.  Lucille Furr incoming president gave her acceptance speech which was based on Attitude and the importance of a positive attitude in today’s work place.  By projecting a positive attitude the Credit Professionals of Cabarrus County hope to recruit ten new members for the up coming year.  

     Special entertainment for the evening was presented by Pam Petra, sister of Kathy Casper; everyone was touched by her beautiful voice and music. 

     The gravel was turned over to Lucille Furr and the meeting adjourned by out going President Teresa Rhodes. 

    Lucille would like to give special thanks to Esther Brinkley for all the encouragement she has given to her in the past year.  Esther is a very special lady.  

CHARLOTTE:
Charlotte hosted the 2005 NC State Conference at the Marriott Hotel.

Darlene Eason was installed as NC State President and Judy Lily was installed as NC Vice President.  

Diane Radcliffe was also nominated to serve as a District III & IV Officer for 2005-2006.

The Charlotte Association installed their officers for 2005-2006 at the Charlotte Marriott Executive Park Oct. 27 at 6:30 pm.  NC State President Darlene Eason conducted the installation using her theme "Wings".  Chery Davis was installed as President, Diane Radcliff- VP, Merneen Luther-Secretary and Harriet Bryant Treasurer.
The Charlotte Association installed their officers for 2005-2006 at the Charlotte Marriott Executive Park Oct. 27 at 6:30 pm.  NC State President Darlene Eason conducted the installation using her theme "Wings".  Chery Davis was installed as President, Diane Radcliff- VP, Merneen Luther-Secretary and Harriet Bryant Treasurer.

Plans were made for the Thanksgiving meeting to be held Nov. 19th at President Cheryl's home at 3:00.  
Judy Lilly has a family for us to sponsor this year and all members will be bring necessary items to the meeting.

Our December meeting is scheduled for Dec. 11th at the Marriott at 8:00.

Please keep Carol Deal and Judy Lilly's family members in your prayers as several members of their families are dealing with health issues.

EASTERN NORTH CAROLINA:

CPI of Eastern NC met Tuesday night, September 20,2005 at 6:30 PM at The Riverside Steak Bar in Greenville, NC. 

Members were reminded of the pig pick'n and installation which has been changed to October 8, 2005 at the home of Marvin and Annette Robbins. We will eat at 6:00 PM, come anytime after 2:00 PM. 

All members were given a copy of The Carolines and Dixiegram. 

Virginia Tew shared with the members about State Conference. We also shared pictures with them. Gail Ottinger, Marvin and Annette Robbins and Virginia Tew attended State Conference. 

CPI of Eastern NC received several awards at the Conference. We received the Career Club Mileage Award, 1st place Attendance Award, 2nd place Membership Award, and our President, Annette Robbins received the Outstanding Local President's Award, and four of our members received recognition for participation in the President's Theme "WINGS", and our own Virginia Tew was the winner of the President's project. It might sound like I am bragging, but I am really proud of our club. 

Janet Moore taught our lesson "The Importance Of Having A Written Credit and Collection Policy and Procedure Manual"

CPI of Eastern NC met Saturday, October 8, 2005 at the home of Marvin and Annette Robbins with a pig pick'n and installation.

 

There were 28 present including our State President, Darlene Eason and Vice President, Judy Lilly.  Also present was our District III & IV President, Esther Brinkley and her Mother, Lila Moody.  There were also several old members of CPI of Rocky Mount present as well as our members.

 

President, Annette Robbins presented Virginia Tew with a Plaque for CPI of the Year of Eastern NC for 2005.

 

Our State President, Darlene Eason installed our officers for 2005 - 2006.

President:            Marvin Robbins

Vice President:  Marie Mills

Secretary            Janet Moore

Treasurer           Gail Ottinger

 

Virginia Tew presented President, Annette Robbins with a gift of a beautiful heart necklace for serving two years as President.

 

President, Annette turned the gavel over to Marvin Robbins as the new President.  Marvin told everyone he was really proud of the Club at State Conference for all the awards our Club received.  He told them he was expecting even more next year.

 

Reports were given by Darlene Eason from the State, Esther Brinkley from the District and Gail Ottinger from International.

FUQUAY VARINA

Credit Professionals of F-V met on September 8 at the Springs Cafe. A very informative program was presented by Laura Moody who is a Realtor with Help U Sell. 

The Nominating Committee presented the new slate of officers for 2005-2006. They are: President, Claudia Carroll; Vice President, Edythe Holleman; Secretary, Paulette Jackson; and Treasurer, Christine Powell. They will be installed at our October meeting. 

It was announced in August that Jene Elkins would be moving -- Her new address is: 659 Calf Mountain Road, Waynesboro, Va 22980. 

Also, Jene's son, Richard and his wife, Terry, who reside in Pascagoula, Alabama were victims of the hurricane, Katrina. Their home and everything they owned was completely demolished. Only Richard, Terry, their two dogs, and Terry's car were spared. They are temporarily residing at Mobile I-10 Campground, Lot 7, 6430 Theodore Dawes 

Road, Theodore Al 36582. They are thankful to be alive and have a place in which to live until they rebuild. 

Billy Powell, Christine's husband is still quite ill and so is Mark, Carolyn Blackburn's son. Please continue to keep them in your prayers. 

Edie Holleman was honored on Saturday, August 27, with a surprise birthday party given by her daughters. Edie is usually "on top" of everything -- but this time, she was completely in the dark and totally in shock!! 

Our birthday for September was Carolyn Blackburn - who also had an anniversary. The anniversary would have been their 50th -- That was a special day for Carolyn and for all of us who helped her celebrate. 

We were all so sorry that none of us could attend the Fall Conference -- Missed seeing all of you. 

Annettie Steed
GASTONIA

Pam Toney was installed as NC State treasurer at the State Conference in Charlotte.

We Completed two fund raising projects this month Innisbrook & Carolina Community Book sales.

Milano’s Restaurant was the setting for our

Installation and Bosses Night recognition 10-11-05.

Officers are:

Pam Tony        President

Linda Rhyne        VP

Helen Shaw     Secretary          

Martha Harvell    Treasurer

Each of the elected officers accepted the challenge from State President Darlene Eason as she shared her theme Wings in the installation service.

Special guests were District officer, Diane Radcliff & husband Jeff, State VP  Judy Lily,

Helen Neil & Harriett Bryant from the Charlotte Association.

Spouses of Gastonia members,  Danny Harvell, Alan Huggins, Tommy Rucker.

Special friends & bosses, Bob Stringfellow, Brenda Lovelace, Michelle Glasscock, & speaker Diane Bartle from Gaston College.

Travels, vacations & fun trips

Helen along with daughter & son in law (Sherrie & Trey) went on the Disney Wonder  Cruise…Were sidelined by Hurricane Ophilia on the way back to port.  No problems.

Helen & Jerry spent a week at Atlantic Beach so Jerry could catch some fish.

Linda Rhyne & family visited San Franscisco and would love to go again Also, they have made several summer trips to the Beach.

Jerri Wright & son Bill are frequent visitors to Blowing Rock.

Brenda Peeler & friend Bob spent a few days at  the coast.

Carolyn Huggins attended a conference in California.

Laura Layel enjoyed her vacation in the NC mountains.

Martha Harvell & Linda Rhyne participated in the Angel Bowl for Holy Angels

Education

After covering more than 8 of our 2004-2005 topics, we began this year

With “Burn Out” presented at Installation by Diane Bartle from Gaston College

Tammy Rucker & Pam Tony have endured many hours of training for a new Teller’s system at First National Bank.  They in turn are training, training, and More training of all the tellers in this area.  Good Job ladies.  They always pick

The best to fulfill the needs!

Health:

Helen’s daughter Sherrie spent 6 nights in Presbyterian Hospital in Huntersville

For a bacterial infection set up from having a wisdom tooth extracted.  There were

Some touch & go minutes that resulted in surgery being performed on her throat

And inside her mouth.  She is now back at work at Bank of America Corporate office

Brenda Peeler is happy to be back to work after her hip replacement and rehab for a couple of months.  

TRIAD
Business Professionals of the Triad had their regualar monthly meeting September 20, 2005 at the Women's Club of High Point.

There were 8 members and 9 guests in attendance.  

Our speaker was Officer Burchette of the High Point Police Department on the subject "Dealing with Irate Customers."  He gave excellent tips on how to make businesses more safe and how to handle situations that are getting out of control.

Betsy Higgins, Esther Brinkley, Eva Nifong and Diane Gallimore attended State Conference, September 17-19, 2005.  Charlotte Maness also attended and roomed with us.

Diane Gallimore was installed as NC State Secretary- Congratulations Diane!

Esther Brinkley, District III & IV President also represented us well at the conference.

Esther was also nominated to serve as an International Officer for 2005-2006. Congratualtions to Esther, I know she will serve us well at the International level.

Wanda Caylor attended a class on Piedmont Pride.

 NEWS FROM SOUTH CAROLINA
J. C. Moose and Mary Moyers, Loretta Hamrick, Bertha Flynn, Mitia Key and Tammie Wolfe  attended the GA/SC joint conference in Roswell the weekend of October 29-30.

13 Reasons to Smile from Bertha Flynn

>Now that food has replaced sex in my life, I can't even get into my own >pants.

>Marriage changes passion.>Suddenly you're in bed with a relative.

I saw a woman wearing a sweat shirt with "Guess" on it. So I said "Implants?" She hit me.

How come we choose from just two people to run for president and over fifty for Miss America?

A good friend will come and bail you out of jail...but, a true friend will >be sitting next to you saying, "Wow...that was fun!"

I signed up for an exercise class and was told to wear loose-fitting >clothing. If I HAD any loose-fitting clothing, I wouldn't have signed up in >the first place!

When I was young we used to go "skinny dipping," now I just "chunky dunk."

Don't argue with an idiot; people watching may not be able to tell the difference.

Wouldn't it be nice if whenever we messed up our life we could simply press 

'Ctrl Alt Delete' and start all over? AMEN, AMEN !!

Why is it that our children can't read a Bible in school, but they can in prison?

Wouldn't you know it... Brain cells come and brain cells go, but FATcells 

live forever.

Why do I have to swear on the Bible in court when the Ten Commandments cannot be displayed outside?

Bumper sticker of the year:"If you can read this, thank a teacher -and, since it's in English, thank a soldier"

And remember: life is like a roll of toilet paper. The closer it gets to the end, the faster it goes.

NEWS FROM TENNESSEE:
The Annual State Conference of Credit Professionals International of Tennessee was held September 23-25, 2005, at the Montgomery Bell State Park Inn in Burns, TN.  President Debbie Smith presided.

CPI of Nashville hosted the event, which began with hospitality and a Pre-Conference Board meeting Friday night.  Artie Fuller, Career Club President, presided at the Career Club meeting 
after breakfast on Saturday.  Deborah Tyler was elected as the new Career Club President with Helen Fisher as Secretary. Joe Elmore, Host of WPNT's Tennessee 

 HYPERLINK "http://www.wnpt.net/crossroads/" Crossroads, informed and 
entertained with stories and highlights from his 18 years on the show.
Vice President Jean Walker was the speaker at the President's Luncheon. She spoke about the importance of each line of the CPI Creed, and how it is just as relevant today as when it was 
written in 1938.
The Annual Business Meeting was held Saturday afternoon.  The memorial service honored Jewell Lovell of Nashville and Francis Herron of Jackson.  District III & IV  President Esther Brinkley, CPI of Triad, NC, gave remarks from District and Immediate Past International President  Carol Neal, CPI of Atlanta, GA, reported on news from International.  New officers were elected.  
There were no bylaws changes.  Special recognition was given to out-of-state guests Anne Hammond from Atlanta and Debra Mintz from North Carolina and former Chattanooga member 
Nancy Stapp.  Loyce Ann Duffey won the Early Bird drawing.
After a reception for President Debbie hosted by CPI of Jackson Saturday evening, Past State President Artie Fuller installed the new officers using the rose as a symbol at the
awards and installation banquet.  President Jean Walker's theme for 2005-2006 is "Communicate to Educate".
Past District President Betty Jo Goff gave an inspirational message at a special service Sunday  morning at the Cumberland Presbyterian Church in the Park.  The conference closed with the Post Conference Board meeting immediately following the service, where the members voted to endorse Anita Dingledine for District office and Esther Brinkley for International office.
UP COMING EVENTS

NC SPRINGBOARD CONFERENCE

MARCH 17-19, 2006

MARRIOTT IN CHARLOTTE

HOSTED BY GASTONIA ASSOCIATION 

NC STATE CONFERENCE 2006

SEPTEMBER 15-17, 2006

MARRIOTT IN CHARLOTTE

HOSTED BY GASTONIA ASSOCIATION

June 22-25, 2006
CREDIT PROFESSIONAL INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE

Airport Hilton, Wichita, KS

See International Web Site for more info.

. CPI OF GEORGIA AND SOUTH CAROLINA ANNUAL MEETINGS
BEST WESTERN ROSWELL SUITES
ROSWELL, GA
OCTOBER 29, 2005
 

SYMPATHY AND CONCERNS

 Sue Munson from Spartanburg husband, Gary Keith Munson, age 51, passed away October 14th at their home. He had been sick for months and was under 

Hospice. They had been married for 29 years and had one daughter that lives 

in Florida and one son that lived near them in Simpsonville, SC.

 

Mailing information is: Sue Munson, 123 Waterton Way, Simpsonville, SC 

29680.

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​

Past International President Mary Jo Mularz weathered Wilma in Florida but this week fell and broke her wrist. She is now sporting a cast on her wrist and is doing well at home.

 


Mary Jo Mularz, CCCE/MPCE


4197 Ormond Street

Port Charlotte FL 33948

 

e-mail: gramajm@aol.com
​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​

Betty Stokes Business Professionals of the Triad, has been dealing with cancer of the lymph nodes and is in kemo therapy.
Also from BP of the Triad, Mary Jane Sears fell and fractured her arm and shattered her elbow.  
Our thoughts and prayers are with each of these.
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UPDATE FROM LAKJE CHARLES

Well after living the affects of a hurricane first hand, I will say it is the most traumatic experience I have had.  Hurricane Rita came right upon on our parish and city.  There isn’t a home in Lake Charles that is not damaged in some fashion.  The destruction to the entire Parish of Calcasieu was such that our officials closed the entire parish for 14 days.  What that meant is that those citizens that managed to make it back home after the storm were asked to leave because there were no services to sustain life—electricity, gas, water, etc.  If citizens made the decision to stay, they had to be self sufficient, provide their own food and such.  It is not like they were starving us out, it is because it simply wasn’t safe.  We went under martial law the Sunday after the storm, 09/25/05, and the parish remained that way until Friday, October 14th.  At that time, the curfew was lifted to vehicular traffic from dusk to dawn, but remained in force for pedestrians.  Food and gas supplies were very limited and to date, not all restaurants are open due to either damage or workers who can’t return due having no homes.  We have approximately 3700  residents homeless due to their apartment complexes being condemned due to mold and/or damage.  The majority of those are living on the 2nd floor of our Lake Charles Civic Center as the first floor had flooding.  Our mayor tried to secure a cruise ship to house these folks, but there were problems with FEMA and that idea was tabled!  It has been most frustrating, but Esther, the sentiment I have found is that we will be back, businesses will be back, and most are grateful to have their families in tact.  Homes and business can be rebuilt.  The feeling abound is one of thanks to our Lord above, because He  and His love for us is bigger than all the storms put together.  I totally feel for the Katrina victims who were housed here in our City.  They all had to be bussed out of Lake Charles and were only allowed one suitcase.  Most of their belongings were placed in plastic trash cans provided by the city and when these people returned, their belongings were lost again.  The two facilities that housed them—Civic Center and Burton Coliseum were heavily damaged by both water and wind.  Since their homes are gone in New Orleans, they were bussed out of Lake Charles and sent to Little Rock Arkansas.  So anytime we think we have problems, we just think of those poor people we were feeding before we became victims ourselves.

The sun shines everyday and so do our spirits.  Our thoughts and prayers are now with the Wilma victims—I KNOW what they are going through.

I want to thank all my friends with Credit Professionals for all the prayers and concerns.  This is truly a great organization.

Lucinda Bryant

President, Lake Charles CPI







