INVEST IN THESE IDEAS
FOR
CREDIT EDUCATION MONTH 2008

Two federal government agencies have created some
great credit education materials and ideas that CPI
members can use to celebrate Credit Education
Month in their communities in March 2008, AND
THEY ARE FREE.

CPI members can download these materials and
reproduce them for distribution in their communities.
They can also use them as a resource in preparing

a credit education talk to be given to consumers or

in writing an article or news release for the local
news media.

Both the materials and ideas offer CPI local
associations many credit education opportunities
but they also can be used by at-large and direct
members. Take a look at what is available.

FTC: Read Up! Reach Out!

The Federal Trade Commission recently released an
exciting program dubbed “Read Up! How To Be An
Informed Consumer”.

The core of this program is a 35-page booklet filled
with information written for consumers. The material
is arranged in five sections:

« DManaging Your Finances

* Major Purchases and Investments

s Your Consumer Rights

e Avoiding Scams and Rip-Offs

* Information Security.
It concludes with a section on how to order FTC
publications and how to file a consumer complaint.

Each section provides an FTC website link where
readers can obtain additional information on the
topics covered (READ UP!) and offers ideas to
those, such as CPI members, who are interested in
providing consumer education in their communities
(REACH OUT!).

For example, the section on identity theft offers
credit educators the FTC’s “ID Theft Consumer
Education Kit,” which contains tips on how to talk to
others in your community about identity theft and on
how to get the word out at work, in your community,
and through the media. The kit also has materials to
use when speaking to others about identity theft.

In addition to the credit education ideas in the
consumer booklet, the FTC has devoted a special
section of its website to providing many more
credit education ideas. A Calendar of Events
available on this REACH OUT! website area offers
credit education ideas tied to events sponsored by
other organizations.

Here's one example. For October (when CPI
members are looking for ways to celebrate Make a
Difference Day), the FTC calendar points out that it
is National Cyber Security Awareness Month and a
great time to talk to people about staying safe online.
It refers consumer educators to OnGuardOnline.gov
to get ideas on how to promote online safety and to
order brochures and bookmarks to distribute.

To tap into this excellent credit education resource,
go to:

www.fte.gov/bep/edu/microsites/reachout/readup.htm
This will bring up the “Read Up! How To Be An
Informed Consumer" booklet. Click on the title to
bring it up in a PDF file to download.

In addition, click on Reach Out! at the bottom of the
page to bring up the credit education ideas section,

which includes the Calendar of Events.

(see p. 8 for more great resources)
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