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“You make the Difference”




Baker honored

in her
profession

Mary Ellen Baker

Mary Ellen Baker, wife of Agent
Bobby Baker of Gardendale, Ala.,
was named International Credit
Professional of the Year for CWI:
Credit Professionals at the annual
conference held June 9-12, 1989
in San Antonio, Texas. Mary
Ellen is vice president in Branch
Administration Support with
SouthTrust Bank of Alabama.

She won the State title, the
District title, and was one of
twelve nominees for the honor
from the United States and
Canada. This is the first time in
the history of the organization
that an Alabamian received the
title.

This award is given to the per-
son who exemplifies active part-

. icipation in the areas of credit

education, personal and career
development, community and
civic activities, involvement in Na-
tional Credit Education Week,
and promotion of the organiza-
tion. She was the author of an
article, ““Your Professional Im-
age’’ published in the Associa-
tion’s Education Manual which is
distributed throughout the US and
Canada, and has traveled in the
state of Alabama and in New
Orleans presenting programs on
her article.

In addition, Mary Ellen was
presented another award at the
conference, Individual Excellence
in Education, which includes ac-
tivities during the past three years
in five catagories:

- Credit Presentations in Schools

- National Credit Education Week

- Community Education
Presentations

- Club Involvement

- Continuing Education

CWI:CP was organized in 1930
with the mission: To stimulate
education in the practice and pro-
cedures of credit, and to develop
a closer contact among credit
grantors and credit reporting
agencies.

Mary Ellen has been an active
member of the Birmingham Club
since 1974 and served as State
President in 1982-83. Further,
she is the incoming State Presi-
dent for the National Association

of Bank Women.
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Marge, Mary, Sally, Murl, Mary Ellen, Sue

Marge, Mary Ellen, Sally
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May the beauty of the pearl x MARY T. F IjOYD ., CCCE
and the wisdom of the % ) President .
universe encircle you. % Credit Women International




Mary Ellen Baker is
honored at luncheon

Mrs. Mary Ellen Baker, a resi-
dent of Gardendale, was honored at
a luncheon in the Gardendale
Branch of SouthTrust Bank for
winning two prestigious business
awards.

““I'feel like queen for the day, ex-
cept it has lasted for about a
month,”” said Mrs. Baker. ‘“The
luncheon was icing on the cake.”

Mrs Baker, Vice President in
Branch  Administration ~Support
with SouthTrust Bank of Alabama,
was named International Credit
Professional of the Year for Credit
Professionals (CWI). She received
the award at the annual conference
held June 9-12 in San Antonio,
Texas. This was the first time the
organization honored an Ala-
bamanian with the title. Mrs. Baker
won the state title, the district title,
and was one of twelve nominees for
the honor from the United States
and Canada.

This award is given to the person
who exemplifies active participa-
tion in the areas of credit education,
personal and carcer development,
community and civic activities, in-
volvement in National Credit Edu-
cation Weck, and promotion of the

organization.

In addition, Mrs. Baker was pre-
sented another award at the confer-
ence, Individual Excellence in Edu-
cation, which includes activities
during the past three years in five
categories. They are: credit presen-
tations in schools, participation in
the National Credit Education
Wecek, community education pre-
sentations, club involvement, and
continuing education.

Mrs. Baker is the author of an ar-
ticle, ““Your Professional Image"
which was published in the Asso-
ciation’s Education Manual. The
manual is distributed throughout the
US. and Canada. She has also
traveled in the state and to New Or-
leans presenting programs on her
article.

Mrs. Baker has been an active
member of the Birmingham Club
since 1974 and served as the state
president in 1982-83. She is also the
incoming State President for the
National ~Association of Bank
‘Women.

Mrs. Baker was presented a pla-
que from SouthTrust Bank at the
luncheon Friday.

Found You
in the Paper.
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Mary Ellen Baker & Don Lundy
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How do you define a “profes-
sional?” Webster’s Dictionary says it
is a person engaged in ‘‘a calling re-
quiring specialized knowledge and
often long and intensive academic
preparation.”

But one SouthTrust employee has
proven that academic study isn’t the
only thing it takes to be a pro.

Mary Ellen Baker, vice president
in branch administration support for
SouthTrust Bank of Alabama, recently
received the CWI: Credit Profession-
als International Credit Professional
of the Year Award. But although
Baker holds a general certificate from
the American Institute of Banking
and has taken several college
courses, she has never received a
college degree.

“In today’s market, you almost
have to have one,”” Baker, who has
been with SouthTrust for more than
26 years, admits. ‘‘But when I started
with SouthTrust in 1963, that wasn’t
the case.

“I feel like I have had to come up
the hard way, so it really was an
honor for me to be named Credit
Professional of the Year.”

CWI: Credit Professionals is a
professional organization formerly
known as Credit Women Interna-
tional. Now a group for both men and
women, its approximately 10,000

members are located throughout the
United States and Canada.

Baker said she attributes her suc-
cess on the job to ““determination,
commitment and hard work.”” She
said that satisfaction in a job well
done is the driving force behind her
efforts at both SouthTrust and CWI.

“To actually feel that I've accom-
plished something each day means
something to me,” she said. “I like
to feel I've accomplished something.”

And she has. The CWI international
award is based on individual activities
in credit education, community in-
volvement, contribution to club-
sponsored programs, National Credit
Education Week participation and
personal and career development.
The competition includes members
from 13 U.S. districts and Canada
every year.

Baker qualified for the interna-
tional competition after winning the
District Credit Professional of the
Year Award for the Southeast.

Len Shannon, senior vice president
of retail administration for SouthTrust
Bank of Alabama, was among those
applauding Baker for her accomplish-
ments. “To be a professional in our
field, people skills and job knowledge
are the most important things,”
Shannon said. “And she’s certainly
worked hard to achieve those.”

Baker said that although she prob-
ably will not pursue a degree in the
future, she plans to continue to im-
prove her overall banking knowledge.
“I just want to be the best I can

be in any capacity I'm servmg in,’

she said. §

Recently named CWI: Credit Professionals’
International Credit Professional of the Year,
SouthTrust Bank of Alabama’s Mary Ellen
Baker attributes her success to “‘determina-
tion, commitment and hard work."’
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IN PRAISE OF PERSONAL EXCELLENCE

Among all God's creatures, nothing approaches
the excellence of the mature person. ’

'IMmothpusonvaluuwmwugmouﬂmnnchwvemm.
desires credibility more than conspicuity.
Hehsmihpmmnwwmndm,
but enjoys being himself.
He does not possess false images of inferiority or superiority,
but can accept himself as a person of worth.
Free from pretense and sham,
he lives his days in

r >

The authentic person takes risks and occasionally fails,
sustained by a vigorous resilience.
He has the confidence to think for himself,
but makes no pretense to have all the answers.
He admires and values the worth of others,
but is never enslaved or awed by them.
Assuming responsibility for his own existence,
he never blames failures.on others.

The excellent person responds appropriately to all situations,
preserving the well being and dignity of others.
!{cmatutn&nndwapmwbeanqrgwtd;pwp(a,
but recognizes their right to be angry with him.
!ﬁdwdopstﬁzcapact&gtogtvsundrmtwnﬂwﬂm.
but can endure hatred for the sake of truth.
Unf d from P 'ﬂ--omil-vmpproprmubgﬁovlor,
he thrives in sp ity and freed.

The genuine person possesses and exemplifies excellent values,
remaining flexible in appropriate ways.
He maintains a 2est for [ife, work, and play,
but preserves a wholesome balance in all things.
!{cuubrawnanddduﬁumhhownaecompﬂshmmu,
but takes pl in the of others.
Maintaining the ability to enjoy [ife freely,
he can delay gratification for a greater good..

The whole person generates strength by supporting others,

resisting the propensity to exploit them for his own advantage.
He is genuinely concerned for the welfare of humanity,

but never lapses into servitude.
He possesses confidence, strength and intelligence,

but accommodates these powers for the sake of the weak.
Confident in the ability to sustain himself,
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Among all God's creatures, nothing approaches W
the excellence of the mature person. W_’,

J. Horace Maness



